Slam-associated protein plays a key role in development of autoimmunity.
In 1995, the SLAM-associated protein (SAP) gene was cloned in our laboratory, and patents were subsequently filed in the USA, EU and Canada. In 1998, the SAP gene was shown to be defective in patients with X-linked lymphoproliferative disease. Since this discovery, the gene has been demonstrated to play a significant role in viral protection, cytokine production and life-long immune memory (vaccination). This article reviews the crucial role of SAP in the development of autoimmunity.